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Fair Maps VA Is a registered 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization dedicated to the passage of the 
redistricting constitutional amendment on Virginia’s 2020 ballot. It is a campaign-specific 

initiative formed by the nonpartisan reform coalition OneVirginia2021. 
 

This briefing book is intended to provide a toolkit for our advocates, surrogates and coalition 
partners in Virginia and across the country as we look to pass this historic ballot initiative. 

Please keep the information in this booklet confidential. 
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Our Goal: 
 
FairMapsVirginia is dedicated to mobilizing a broad-based grassroots movement to secure passage of the 
Virginia Redistricting Commission Amendment in November 2020, generating thoughtful engagement 
with the issue of fair redistricting in Virginia in order to have an informed, committed base that will ensure 
community involvement in the 2021 redistricting process.  
 
------------- 
 
 
Our Team: 
 
Campaign Co-Chairs: Wyatt Durrette and Bobby Vassar 
 
Democrat Bobby Vassar is a former subcommittee chief counsel for the U.S. House Committee on the 
Judiciary and former Virginia Cabinet Official and agency head. Republican Wyatt Durrette is a former 
legislator and candidate for Governor of Virginia. 
 
 
Members of the Board of Directors: Sandra Canada, Chris DeRosa, Wyatt Durrette, Tanveer 
Kathawalla, Pasha Majdi, Joseph Papa, Bobby Vassar and Vickie Williams 
 
 
Brian Cannon, Executive Director - brian.cannon@fairmapsva.org, (804)240-9933 
 
Brian Cannon became the Executive Director of OneVirginia2021 in January 2015.  He brings over a 
decade of experience in nonprofit leadership, community building, fundraising, and bipartisan advocacy 
for state policy issues.  In these few years, OneVirginia has grown from 3,500 supporters to over 120,000 
and raised the issue of ending gerrymandering in every election and corner of Virginia. 
 
Previously, Brian worked as a consultant with startups and high-growth companies.  While in law school, 
Brian studied election law and was on one of the winning teams in the 2011 state-wide redistricting 
competition.  
 
Brian is a double William and Mary graduate (2011 JD, 2004 BA).  He and his wife, Kelly, live in 
Richmond, Virginia with their two children. 
 
 
Daela Taeoalii-Tipton, Deputy Director - daela.tipton@fairmapsva.org, (801)808-0759 
 
Daela Taeoalii-Tipton is an organizing and communications specialist who has been working to advance 
redistricting reform in Virginia since August 2019. Originally from Salt Lake City, Utah, she completed a 
Field Organizer training program with The Public Interest Network after graduating from Stanford 
University with a B.S. in Earth Systems. 
 
Before getting involved in the democracy reform movement, she was heavily involved in environmental 
organizing, education and communications. She has worked for the Center for Food, Security and the 
Environment’s communications department, designed and executed Acterra’s weeklong climate literacy 
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program for underserved high school students, and wrote educational literature on biocultural 
conservation for the Limahuli Garden & Preserve, National Tropical Botanical Garden.  
 
 
Kevin Harris, General Consultant 
 
Kevin Harris is a public affairs strategist who has spent over a decade advising corporations, nonprofits 
and political leaders, including more than 45 campaigns for federal, state and local office and various 
ballot initiatives focused on criminal justice reform, education funding and civil rights. He has held senior 
positions on the past three presidential campaigns and served in the Obama Administration helping to 
direct outreach to state and local governments, steer passage of major legislative packages in domestic 
and foreign policy, and guide strategic communications for First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let Girls Learn 
Initiative. 
 
In Congress, Harris previously served as Executive Director of the Congressional Black Caucus, Senior 
Adviser to the Bi-partisan Congressional Caucus on Foster Youth and Director of Communications and 
Policy to Congresswoman Karen Bass. In local government, Harris served as Deputy Mayor for Public 
Affairs for former Baltimore City Mayor Stephanie Rawlings Blake and Communications Director for 
Washington DC Mayor Muriel Bowser.  
 
In the private sector, Harris has helped to launch two successful public affairs firms where he led 
campaigns to elect Democrats as well as pass gun and criminal justice reforms.  
Harris has completed multiple professional fellowships focused on foreign affairs, public policy and crisis 
management as well as served on the boards of various non-profits where he provided strategic policy 
and management counsel to organizations dedicated to closing the achievement gap.  
 
He received his B.A. in Journalism and Political Science from Howard University, a M.A in Government 
and Public Management and Certificate in International Affairs and Economics from Johns Hopkins 
University, completed executive training in Public Administration and Human Resources Management at 
the USA Graduate School, and Executive Certificates in Business and Public Policy from the Wharton 
School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania, Harvard University Kennedy School of Government 
and Yale University School of Management. 
 
 
Jesse Ferguson, Democratic Strategist and General Consultant  
 
Jesse Ferguson is a battle-tested Democratic Strategist and General Consultant with executive-level 
experience managing more than $200 million in major media campaigns. He has served in senior roles at 
the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee IE, Hillary Clinton’s 2016 presidential campaign, and 
at a variety of SuperPACs, Independent Expenditures and issue-focused advocacy campaigns. In each 
case, he brought innovative message development, forward-thinking political strategy, top quality media 
relations, and a high impact, creative advertising approach to unite one synergistic campaign behind the 
election, issue or a cause.  
 
Most recently, Ferguson has worked as general consultant and strategist for a variety of progressive 
issue advocacy campaigns including ones focused on messaging research and testing, health care and 
prescription drugs, the environment and climate, gun violence prevention, and tax fairness as well as 
Democratic Independent Expenditure groups focused on the Presidential, Senate and House elections in 
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2020.  
 
In 2018, Ferguson played a key role as general consultant and chief strategist for nearly $50 million in IE 
and issue advocacy campaigns that helped flip control of the House of Representatives and win public 
debates on health care and taxes.  
 
Prior to that, Ferguson was the Deputy National Press Secretary and Senior Spokesperson at Hillary for 
America and the Director of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Independent 
Expenditure, overseeing $67 million in television, radio, and digital advertising.  
 
The National Journal has described his work saying his “creative, out-of-the-box independent-expenditure 
ads, tailored to each district, are a bright spot” and Politico highlighted his digital advertising program for 
focusing on “the most persuadable voters with an online onslaught.”  
 
In 2019, Campaigns and Elections Magazine named him one of its 40-under-40 Rising Stars and the 
National Journal had featured him as one of its “35 and Under Power Set.”  
 
Ferguson earned a bachelor’s degree, with highest honors, in Government and Economics from the 
College of William and Mary and a certificate in Political Leadership from the University of Virginia’s 
Sorensen Institute for Political Leadership.  
 
Of his media relations work, the National Journal wrote, “Jesse Ferguson’s skill is shaping a media 
narrative while remaining behind the scenes.” Ferguson is currently on the Advisory Board of Higher 
Ground Labs.  
 
His op-eds have appeared in USA Today, Time Magazine, POLITICO, CNN, Fortune and others. 
 
 
Beau Cribbs, Media Consultant 
 
Beau Cribbs is a communications consultant, writer and political media guru specializing in developing 
messages and telling compelling stories for nonprofits, startups, advocacy campaigns and Fortune 500 
companies through an original combination of skills as a professional communicator and 
semi-professional funny person.  
 
As an award-winning comedy writer and performer, he has contributed jokes written speeches for some of 
the most prominent public officials in the United States, including Vice President Joe Biden, Secretary 
Julian Castro, Secretary Hillary Clinton, Senator Tim Kaine, Governor Terry McAuliffe, Governor Ralph 
Northam, NPR’s Guy Raz, Planned Parenthood’s Cecile Richards, Senator Mitt Romney, 
Congresswoman Abigail Spanberger. 
 
He has a degree in Political Communications from George Mason University and studied one term at 
Oxford University (St. Catherine’s College).  
 
Over the years, Beau has appeared in The Washington Post, CNN, Buzzfeed, the Associated Press, 
Politico Magazine, Deadspin and the Richmond Times-Dispatch, among others. He hates writing about 
himself in the third-person. 
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Strategic Partners & Media, Digital Content Strategy 
 
SPM wins campaigns with creativity, grit, and tons of experience. The team specializes in a strategic 
approach to public relations and communications, with expertise in public opinion persuasion campaigns, 
grassroots advocacy, campaign strategy, message development, crisis communications, media 
production, and media buy execution. 
 
Our team is composed of message and content strategists with both traditional and digital expertise as 
well as an in-house ad production team. Together, we create the strategy and content for our clients. 
 
We approach message development as a team effort and work closely with our clients to develop a 
strategy, craft a message, and execute a winning plan that is compelling and tailored to target audiences. 
 
------------- 
 
 
Public Polling: 
 
Since December 2019, three public polls have been released with strong support among different 
constituencies across Virginia. 
 
Wason Center/Christopher Newport University question: 

Last February the General Assembly passed a proposal to amend Virginia’s constitution to 
establish a redistricting commission made up of qualified citizens and legislators - equally 
balanced by party, with a supermajority vote requirement, and transparency provisions. This 
commission would be responsible for drawing new district boundaries. This proposal must be 
passed again in the upcoming General Assembly session before it can come before voters for 
their approval. Would you [RANDOMIZE: “support” or “oppose”] the General Assembly passing 
this proposal a second time? 

RESULTS: 70% of voters support or strongly support amending the Virginia Constitution 
to establish a redistricting commission made up of qualified citizens and legislators, with 
only 15% opposing. 
 

Mason-Dixon Polling question: 

Last February, the General Assembly passed a proposal to amend Virginia’s constitution to 
establish a redistricting commission and end partisan gerrymandering. The commission will be 
required to be made up of qualified citizens and legislators - equally balanced by party, with a 
supermajority vote requirement, and transparency. This proposal must pass the General Assembly 
again in 2020 before it can go on the ballot for state voters to decide. Do you support or oppose 
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the General Assembly passing this proposed amendment in order to place it on the 2020 state 
ballot? 

RESULTS: 72% polled supporting the proposed amendment to the Virginia Constitution to 
establish a redistricting commission made up of qualified citizens and legislators.  

Strongest support came from the geographic regions of Northern Virginia (78%), Hampton 
Roads (76%) and Richmond Metro (71%), with 80% of Black voters and 80% of Democrats 
surveyed supporting passage of the amendment as well. 

 

VCU/Wilder School question: 

Do you approve or disapprove of the proposed constitutional amendment that passed calling for 
congressional districts to be drawn by a 16-member panel of half legislators and half citizens? 
This would replace districts being drawn by legislators. 

RESULTS: A majority of Virginians strongly or somewhat approve (65%) of the proposed 
constitutional amendment to change redistricting but almost 20% said “don’t know.” Only 
17% strongly or somewhat disapprove of the measure.  

Democrats had the highest level of approval, with 50% strongly approving, compared to 
31% of Independents and 21% of Republicans. 

 
Internal Polling: 
 
In the Summer of 2020, Pete Brodnitz and Expedition Strategies were retained to conduct comprehensive 
poll testing of the amendment and its messaging among a number of constituencies.  
 
The specific results of our internal polling will remain confidential, but these surveys indicated that the 
amendment remains widely popular among Virginia voters. What’s more, data indicated that respondents 
were over 25% more likely to support the amendment after some basic positive reinforcement. 
 
------------- 
 
 
Messaging: 

Based on our polling data and existing communications strategies, we will continue our strategy of 
remaining positive and forward-looking when discussing the merits of the amendment. These positive 
messages mirror many of the things we have been touting about the Amendment for nearly two years: 

THE COMMISSION WILL BE FAIR. 
By voting to support the amendment, Virginians will finally create a fair process that will replace our 
outdated and discriminatory laws. This will ensure that legislative district lines are drawn fairly and do not 
favor one party over the other.  
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THE COMMISSION WILL BE LED BY CITIZENS. 
Politicians will no longer have free rein to choose whoever they want to represent. Not only will citizens be 
part of this process for the first time in our history, but a citizen will also serve as chair of the commission 
itself.  

  
THE COMMISSION WILL PROTECT CIVIL RIGHTS. 
Historic voting rights protections for minority communities will be added to the Virginia Constitution for the 
first time. In fact, Justin Levitt, a former Obama administration Justice Department official said that the 
“amendment requires adherence to the Voting Rights Act … and then goes beyond.” 

 
THE COMMISSION WILL BE TRANSPARENT. 
Instead of shady backroom deals, the new system will be completely transparent to voters and 
watchdogs. Public meetings will be held across Virginia, with all data and notes from the meetings being 
completely open to the public. 

THE COMMISSION IS HISTORIC. 
If passed, the amendment would be the most significant improvement to the way districts are drawn in the 
history of our Commonwealth. 

THE COMMISSION IS THE ONLY WAY TO HAVE FAIR MAPS IN 2021. 
If the amendment fails, Virginia’s unfair laws remain in place. In fact, the Senate Privileges and Elections 
Committee unanimously approved an explanation of the amendment that said:  “A ‘no’ vote will leave the 
sole responsibility for drawing the districts with the General Assembly.” 
 
------------- 
 
 
Endorsements: 

Despite pushback from some within the Demcratic Party, the amendment continues to have a long list of 
support from Virginia advocacy organizations, redistricting experts from national coalitions, newspaper 
editorial boards and other noteworthy public officials. 

National Advocacy Organizations: 
Arnold Ventures  
Brennan Center for Justice  
Campaign Legal Center  
Center for the Study of the Presidency & Congress  
Common Cause  
Fair Elections Project  
League of Women Voters of the United States  
Princeton Gerrymandering Project  
Prison Policy Initiative  
RepresentUs  
The Redistrict Network  
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Unite America  
Voters Not Politicians 

Virginia Advocacy Organizations: 
ACLU of Virginia  
League of Conservation Voters 
Virginia League of Women Voters 
Virginia Northern Virginia Chamber of Commerce 
Virginia Conservation Network 
Virginia FREE 

Editorial Boards: 
The New York Times, 29 Mar 2020  
The Daily Progress, 17 Mar 2020  
The Roanoke Times, 15 Mar 2020  
The Washington Post, 4 Mar 2020  
Go Dan River, 4 Mar 2020 
Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3 Mar 2020  
Virginian-Pilot and Daily Press, 5 Jan 2020  
Lynchburg News and Advance, 24 Nov 2019  
Danville Register and Bee, 27 Oct 2019 

Other Noteworthy Endorsements: 
Eric Holder, former Attorney General to President Barack Obama 
Every Senator in Virginia’s Legislative Black Caucus 
David Daley, author and Senior Fellow at Fairvote 
The Commonwealth Caucus of Virginia 
Phillip Thompson, Director of National Black Nonpartisan Redistricting Organization 
Justin Levitt, former Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Congressman Don Beyer 
Senator Tim Kaine 
Brent Tarter, author of “Gerrymanders: How Redistricting has Protected Slavery, White Supremacy, and 
Partisan Minorities in Virginia” 
  
------------- 
 
 
Selected News Clips: 
 
Justin Levitt, a former Obama administration Justice Department official 
This amendment requires adherence to the Voting Rights Act … and then goes beyond. The VRA has 
been severely cut back by federal courts in recent years. The amendment establishes a state 
constitutional mandate with independent strength however the federal statute is construed. 
  
January 19, Virginian-Pilot Op-Ed 
  
  
Congressman Don Beyer 
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Now that the Democratic Party has regained the majority in both legislative chambers, we have both the 
power and the responsibility to make a good-faith attempt to solve many of these problems and make 
things better. We must not allow illusive, short-term benefits to outweigh the clear moral imperative to do 
the right thing. 
  
January 2, Washington Post Op-Ed 
  
  
Bobby Vassar 
In his last State of the Union Address, President Obama said that America had “to end the practice of 
drawing our congressional districts so that politicians can pick their voters, and not the other way around,” 
and that state legislatures should “let a bipartisan group do it.” 
 
Right now, we have the opportunity to do just that and end partisan gerrymandering in Virginia once and 
for all. Let’s heed President Obama’s call. Because it’s not about politics, it’s about fairness. 
 
December 12, 2019, Virginia Mercury Op-Ed 

  
Dr. Sam Wang, Princeton Gerrymandering Project 
Legislators, both Democrats and Republicans, can continue that change. In 2020, the home of the United 
States’ first gerrymander will become the home of its solution. It requires them to do something they 
normally don’t like to do — give up some of their power. But if they do it right, they can protect minority 
communities, give citizens a direct voice in redistricting and set an example for the nation in how to draw 
fair districts. 
  
January 1, 2020, Richmond Times-Dispatch Op-Ed 
  
  
Professors Alex Keena, Michael Gilbert, Rebecca Green, Elliott Fullmer, Nicholas Goedert, 
Deborah Hellman, David Lurton Massee, Jr., Roy and Rosamond Woodruff Morgan, A. E. Dick 
Howard 
If the General Assembly approves this amendment and sends it to the voters for final blessing, it will set 
an exemplary precedent, showing that well-meaning politicians really will sacrifice some power to improve 
the quality of the election system. 
  
January 29, 2020, Richmond Times-Dispatch Op-Ed 
  
  
Roger Chesley 
The referendum before voters…(is) decidedly fairer than what’s in place now. It should produce 
candidates who have to truly listen to their constituents. 
  
June 30, 2020, Virginia Mercury Column 
 
------------- 
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Important Dates: 
 

● July 20 - Launch FairMapsVirginia Ballot Campaign (106 days until election day) 
● July 28 - Largest Democratic County in Virginia (Fairfax) votes on whether to recommend a 

position on their sample ballots 
● July 29 - Important day for media, especially if Fairfax decides to “Vote No” 
● Late August - Town hall on race and redistricting  
● September 19 - Early absentee voting begins (45 days until election day) 
● October 13 - Deadline to register/update address 
● October 23 - Deadline to request absentee ballots by mail 
● October 31 - Deadline to request absentee ballot in person 
● November 3 - Election day 

 
------------- 
 
 
Other Important Information: 
 
Key ways FairMapsVirginia is looking to leverage partnerships 

- Collaborative phone and text bank events 
- Co-hosting webinars and town halls 
- Co-signing op-eds or LTEs 
- Amplifying our messages on social media 

 
FairMapsVirginia Social Media Handles 

- Facebook: @OneVirginia2021 
- Twitter: @FairMapsVA 
- Instagram: @1VA2021 
- Hashtag to use: #FairMapsVA 
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